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September 9, 1996

96-192
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
LATINO HERITAGE CELEBRATION PLANNED

Charleston -- Eastern Illinois University's campus will be a hub of activity during
the Latino Heritage Celebration, observed annually nationwide from Sept. 1 5 to Oct.
15.
The celebration serves to remind individuals when several states won their
independence from Spain and Portugal and to teach others about the Latino culture.
"This is a great opportunity for us not only to celebrate our culture, but to
educate others as well," said Lucy Gomes, Eastern's Latino student adviser.
Gomes and the Latin American Student Organization (LASO) have been planning
for the event since last spring. The group tries to expand the celebration each year,
Gomes said. In 1994, it was one week; in 1995, two weeks; and this year it spans
three weeks.
The celebration will begin with a banquet at 6 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 15, in the
University Union Grand Ballroom. Tickets are on sale in the Office of Minority Affairs
( 111 Blair Hall). Call 581 -6690 to reserve tickets.
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A Latino fi lm festival w ill run from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday, Sept. 16,
through Friday, Sept. 20, in the Union Wa lkway Video Lounge. "Mi Familia" and "A
Walk in the Clouds" will be shown back to back.
Four Latino workshops, which are free and open to the public, will be held
during the celebration in the University Union 1 895 Room.

The first, featuring a

discussion of Latino poetry, will be led by Olga Abella, EIU associate professor of
English. It begins at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 17.
Ernest Scott, University of Illinois professor of art, will lead the second
workshop on Latino art at 7 p.m . Tuesday, Sept. 24.
Ul 's Roberto DeAnda, assistant professor of sociology, will talk on "The
Socioeconomic Status of Latino Workers in the Midwest" in the third workshop
scheduled for 7 p.m. Tuesday, Oct.1.
Michael Palencia-Roth, professor of comparative literature at Ul, will present the
fourth workshop on "The Intellectual and Cultural Origins of Racism in Western
Civilization and the Americas" at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 8.
A variety of entertainment events will be held during September and October,
beginning with David Hernandez & Street Sounds at 8 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 18, in
the Grand Ballroom . Tickets are $1 for students and $3 for the general public.
On Sunday, Sept. 22, the Mexican Folkloric Dance Company of Chicago will
perform at 2 p.m. in the Grand Ballroom. The group dedicates its efforts in taking
children off the streets and teaching them dance after school. Tickets, to be sold at
-more-
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the door, are $3 for students and $5 for the general public.

Other events include a cultural fair from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 26,
in the University Ballroom; a performance by the EIU Latin Ensemble at 8 p.m. Friday,
Sept. 27, in the Grand Ballroom, followed by a fiesta, featuring free food and free
dance lessons; and a performance by comedian Andres Fernandez at 9 p.m. Friday,
Oct. 4 in the Rathskeller in the University Union. Tickets are $1 for students and $3
for the general public.
The exhibit, "Inspired by Nature: Pre-Columbian Ceramics and Kuna Molas from
Panama," will be displayed through Dec. 1 at the Tarble Arts Center on the EIU
campus.
The Latino Heritage Celebration on Eastern's campus is open to all students and
community members. The events are sponsored by the Alumni Association, Minority
Affairs, University Board, the School of Adult and Continuing Education, the Office of
Conferences and Non-credit Programs, LASO, the Department of Music, the Office of
the Vice President for Student Affairs, the Tarble Arts Center, International Programs
and the Office of Civil Rights, Affirmative Action and Diversity.
For more information, call Lucy Gomes at 581-6692.
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